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IMPORTANCE OF UP–TO–DATE NAUTICAL CHARTS
The date of a chart is of vital importance to the navigator. When charted information becomes obsolete, further use 
of the chart for navigation is dangerous. Natural and artificial changes, many of them critical, are occuring constantly; 
therefore it is important that navigators use up-to-date charts.  Corrections to NOAA Nautical Charts are published 
weekly in the U.S. Coast Guard’s Local Notice to Mariners.  (www.navcen.uscg.gov/lnm/default.htm) 

New NOS products are not to be used until their availability is announced in the Notice to Mariners.  All products should 
be promptly annotated with the Notice to Mariners number that authorizes their use. This will ensure that only valid 
products are used.

Color Key for Charts

Type of Chart Scale Purpose

HARBOR CHARTS
(outlined in red)

1:50,000 and larger For navigation and anchorage in harbors and small waterways.

COAST CHARTS
(outlined in purple)

1:50,001 to 1:150,000 For coastwise navigation inside the offshore reefs and shoals, 
entering bays and harbors of considerable size, and navigating 
certain inland waterways.

GENERAL CHARTS
(outlined in purple)

1:150,001 to 1:600,000 For use when a vessel’s course is offshore but when it’s posi-
tion can be fixed by landmarks, lights, buoys, and characteristic 
soundings.

SAILING CHARTS
(outlined in purple)

1:600,001 and smaller Plotting charts used for offshore sailing between distant coastal 
ports and for approaching the coast from the open ocean.

SMALL-CRAFT CHARTS
(outlined in green)

1:80,000 and larger Specially designed charts with small craft information.

The scale of a chart is the ratio of a given distance on the chart to the actual distance that it represents on the 
earth.  (Example:  One unit of measurement on a 1:10,000 scale chart is equal to 10,000 of the same unit on the 
earth’s surface.)  Large-scale charts show greater detail of a relatively small area.  Small-scale charts show 
less detail, but cover a larger area.  Certain hydrographic information may be omitted on smaller-scale charts.  
Mariners should always obtain the largest-scale coverage for near shore navigation.





LC 14904  Port Washington to Waukegan 1:120,000
    Kenosha Harbor 1:10,000
    North Point Marina 1:10,000
    Port Washington 1:10,000
    Waukegan 1:10,000
LC 14905  Waukegan to South Haven 1:120,000
    Michigan City 1:15,000
    Burns International Harbor 1:15,000
    New Buffalo 1:15,000
LC 14927  Chicago Lake Front 1:60,000
    Gary Harbor 1:15,000
 14928  Chicago Harbor 1:15,000
 14929  Calumet and Indiana Harbors 1:15,000
 14930  St. Joseph and Benton Harbor 1:10,000

Illinois & Indiana Chart 

Legend

LC Includes LORAN-C Lines of Position
SC Indicates Folio Small-Craft Chart
PF Indicates Pocket Fold Small Craft Chart
MB Indicates Marine Boundary Chart

Chart Number Title  Scale Chart Number Title  Scale

Illinois and Indiana Agents

ILLINOIS

Arlington Heights

»  †  Boat U S 1727 
63 W Rand Rd 60004 
847-398-0606 
www.westmarine.com

Chicago

Boater’s World #580 
Chicago Yachting & Navigation 
1661 N Elston St 60622 
773-227-7626

»  †  West Marine Products 071 
627 W North Ave 60610 
312-654-1818 
www.westmarine.com

Columbia

†  Imaps L L C 
207 N Main St - Ste 213 62236 
618-281-6277

Fox Lake

»  †  West Marine Products 076 
2 W Grand 60020 
847-973-2221 
www.westmarine.com

Highland Park

»  †  West Marine Products 152 
229 Skokie Valley Rd 60035 
847-831-0100 
www.westmarine.com

Joliet

†  O’connor Navigation Inc 
305 Comstock St - Ste B 60436 
815-723-2200 
www.boatdelivery.com

La Grange

†  Marine Navigation Inc 
613 S Lagrange Rd 60525 
708-352-0606 
www.marinenavigationinc.com

Lombard

»  †  Boat U S 1745 
567 E Roosevelt Rd 60148 
630-792-1550 
www.westmarine.com

Morris

Bedford Sales 
879 Bedford Rd 60450 
815-942-1333

Schaumburg

Boater’s World #684 
687 E Golf Rd 60173 
847-839-9726

Waukegan

Larsen Marine Service Inc 
625 Sea Horse Dr 60085 
847-336-5456 
www.larsenmarine.com

Winthrop Harbor

»  †  West Marine Products 521 
1707 - 7th St 60096 
847-746-2015 
www.westmarine.com

INdIANA

Indianapolis

Odyssey Map Store 
902 N Delaware St 46202 
317-635-3837

»  †  West Marine Products 186 
6370 E 82nd St 46250 
317-841-0826 
www.westmarine.com

Michigan City

»  †  West Marine Products 100 
3221 Franklin St 46360 
219-874-9722 
www.westmarine.com

†  Agents handle certain National 

Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 

public sale products.

»  Agents handle NOAA Print 

on Demand charts.  Please visit 

www.oceangrafix.com for the most 

current list of agents and products.
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